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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS 

1. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s election commitments to commence the Metro Area Express light rail in 2016, complete 
it by 2018 and build a rail line to the airport by 2018, and promising Western Australians that these projects were 
fully funded and fully costed. Does the Premier reaffirm his commitment to fully fund these projects and build 
them in the time line promised during the election campaign? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
May I begin by congratulating the Leader of the Opposition on his campaign. He ran a very energetic campaign 
and worked hard, but, unfortunately, there can be only one winner in an election campaign. 

Transport figured very prominently in the campaign. The Labor Party had its proposals, got a lot of publicity and 
spent a lot of money on promoting them. The Liberal Party also put out a strong program for metropolitan 
transport issues, including road enhancements, particularly on the freeways, fixing interchanges, commencing 
the Perth–Darwin highway project and the construction of a rail line to the airport that would go under the 
runway and take people to the terminal. That is pretty important, I would have thought, rather than leaving 
people a kilometre down the road. 

As we announced more than six months ago, mid last year, the program also includes the commencement of 
work on a light rail system to come from Mirrabooka through the northern suburbs into Perth. That will divert a 
lot of traffic off the freeway and the heavy rail system. That is an important and complex project. It is estimated 
to cost $1.9 billion. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Girrawheen has not improved at all, has she? 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The railway project to the airport is estimated to cost $1.8 billion. This government is 
committed to delivering those projects. We anticipate that commonwealth funding towards those projects will be 
part of it. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You didn’t tell the people that, did you? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, we did. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Minister for Transport has very generously provided me with a copy of a media 
release that he put out in September 2012 detailing exactly that. We expect and we anticipate that the 
commonwealth will provide funding. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Gee, you’re bad losers, aren’t you? You’re not good! 

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

The SPEAKER: Members of the gallery! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We are committed to delivering those two projects. We expect commonwealth funding, 
whichever party might be in power in Canberra. However, if that is not forthcoming, we are equally committed 
to delivering those projects and we will do so. Remember that members opposite never thought that the railway 
could be sunk through Perth. They never thought that Elizabeth Quay or the waterfront project could be done. 
They did not think that a children’s hospital could be done and they still do not believe that a stadium will be 
built at Burswood. Watch this space! 
Mr P.B. Watson: Where’s the money going to come from? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Where will the money come from? Just watch and envy if you want to. 
The SPEAKER: Members of the gallery, you are quite entitled to sit and watch the proceedings, but there is to 
be no clapping or calling out from the gallery. 
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